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few blocks from the Anheuser-Busch 
brewer>', ex-cons used to get together 
back in 1968 and talk politics with cam- 
paign workers from the local George 
Wallace headquarters across the street. 
The proprietor was John Ray, brother of 
James Earl Ray, and such a fervent Wal- 
lace man that he had the place decked 
out with campaign posters, buttons and 
bumper stickers. Whenever one of the 
patrons was having hard times, the stand- 
ard joke, by one account, was that he 
could always pick up some big bucks — 
by murdering Martin Luther King Jr. 

This week, the House assassinations 
committee will try to unravel the mys- 
tery of why James Earl Ray killed King, 


$300 stashed away and lay low in a series 
of rooming houses, earning $664 along 
the way as a dishwasher in a Winnetka, 
III., restaurant. On July 13, investigators 
believe, Ray and his brothers John and 
Jerry held up an Alton, 111., bank for 
$27,000 — with Ray’s take being suffi- 
cient to finance his gravels. In mid-July, 
the committee staff found, Ray turned up 
in Canada, where he paid a two-month 
advance on an apartment, bought $250 
worth of new clothes and vacationed at a 
fashionable ski resort. He later made his 
way to California, where he had his nose 
bobbed and paid $125 to attend bartend- 
ers’ school. 

During that time, John Ray was oper- 
ating the Grapevine tavern. One of the 
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James Earl Ray in 1968, 
his brothers Jerry and 
John, and Byers: Tales 
from the Grapevine 

and the bounty freely dis- 
cussed in his brother’s 
bar is one of the explana- 
tions that will be ex- 
plored before the com- 
mittee finally wraps up 
its probe next month. But 
some likely conclusions 
can be drawn from evi- 
dence and testimony gath- 
ered so far. The committee will probably 
decide that Ray, acting alone, assassinat- 
ed King — and probably find that he did 
it for money and fame and not just 
because he was a racist. The committee 
will also chide the FBI for failing to 
investigate fully the possible existence 
of any conspiracy to kill the civil-rights 
leader. 

The hearings last week included a 
recap of what the committee has learned 
about Ray’s movements and finances 
from the time he escaped from the Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary in Jefferson City 
on April 23, 1967, until he was captured 
at London’s Heathrow Airport on June 8, 
1968. He broke out of jail with about 



regulars, according to an become 
account by The New York 
Times last week, was 
John R. Kauffmann, a lo- 
cal businessman. Last 
summer, a former St. 

Louis auto-parts dealer 
named Russell G. Byers 
testified before the assas- 
sination committee that 
in late 1966 or early 1967, 
Kauffmann invited him to 
a meeting with John H. Sutherland, a 
prominent patent attorney and a lead- 
er of the racist white Citizens Council. 

Byers said that Sutherland offered him 
$50,000 to arrange King’s assassination. 

Byers declined the offer, he testified, 
but rumors of the offer apparently flour- 
ished at the Grapevine. 

Misfiled: Stories about a price on King’s 
head — some of which Ray is said to have 
heard about in jail — have circulated for 
years, and investigators have usually tak- 
en them with a grain of salt. But last 
March, FBI agents in St. Louis discov- 
ered a report on the Byers incident, 
which had been misfiled in 1973. Had 
the FBI followed up on that report 


promptly, agents would have been abl, 
to question Kauffmann about the allege< 
bounty. But Kauffmann died in 197- 
(Sutherland had died in 1970) and so b 
the time the bureau got on the case, then 
was no one to confirm or refute Byers’ 
account of a murder-for-pay offer. 

Arthur Murtaugh, a former speci;, 
agent in the FBI’s Atlanta office, told th 
committee last week that “the burea 
concluded 24 hours after the killing th: 
there was no conspiracy.” Murtaugh suj 
gested that the conclusion came so quid 
ly because the initial FBI investigatio 
was conducted by the bureau’s intell 
gence division — which had been respoi 
sible for a campaign of harassment aime 
at King. “It defies and insults reason. 
Murtaugh said, “to think that people wh 
have engaged in a ten-year vended 
against Dr. King should be the ones t 
investigate his death.” Bi 
cause of the FBI’s a- 
\ knowledged harassmei 

\ of King in the days of 

^ Edgar Hoover, some cri 

l ics — including Ray’s late 

attorney, Mark Lane — su 
pect FBI c6mplicity in tl 
■ } assassination itself. Bi 

r ' last week the committee 
jJ chief counsel, G. Robe 

Blakey, announced th 
the panel had found “i j 
evidence of direct FI > 
involvement.”" - 1 | 

Innuendo: In the ne 
few weeks, the committi 
will sift through the r 
maining theories of wl 
was involved — and wh 
The evidence to date st 
paints a picture of oi 
man, James Earl Ra 
driven by visions of glo 
and financial reward 
assassin. If that conclusit 
holds, it will silence much of the conjc 
ture, innuendo and accusation that ha 
surrounded the case for a full decade. 
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